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DETAILED ACTION 

Status of Claims 

1 . Claims 1 -6, 1 0-1 1 , 17, 19, 21-28 and 34-45 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

3. Claims 1 , 5, 1 0-1 1 , 1 7, 24-26, 34-39, 41 -42 and 44-45 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Youden et al. (Patent # US 5606359). 

As to claim 1 , Youden discloses an audio/video (A/V) component networking 
system (Fig. 1), comprising: 

a sink component (e.g., set top box or computer) adapted to be communicatively 
coupled between a source component (e.g., video server) and a presentation device 
(e.g., television/monitor or any display device capable of showing video program) (i.e., 
the system inherently has some kind of display device in order to show the video/film to 
a user) for displaying A/V program data (e.g., video data) and an A/V menu data (e.g., 
menu data) stream associated with the source component on the presentation device 
based on a user request transmitted from the sink component to the source component 
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(e.g., user requests to watch video/film) (see col. 3, lines 42-52; col. 4, line 65-col. 5, 
line 19;col. 13, line 65-col. 15, line 21 ; Fig. 7a-7d); and 

a data manager (e.g., controller 60; Fig. 2 and 3) adapted to identify related A/V 
program data and automatically transfer (i.e., the video/film data are transmitted from 
the archival storage to the disk arrays without user's manipulation (automatically)) the 
A/V program data and the related A/V program data between a database stored in 
memory (e.g., stores popular films data in disk arrays or RAM) of the source component 
and an archival storage system (e.g., archival storage) of the source component based 
on a sequential relationship of the A/V program data and the related A/V program data 
(e.g., sequences (time) of video/film data), wherein an earlier of the A/V program data 
and the related A/V program data is stored in the database (e.g., first five minutes of the 
film), and a later of the A/V program data and the related A/V program data is stored in 
the archival storage system (e.g., later time of the film) (see col. 4, line 12-19; col. 5, line 
28-col. 6, line 56; col. 8, line 47-col. 9, line 16; col. 10, lines 46-62; Fig. 6, 7a-7b). 

As to claim 17, Youden discloses an audio/video (A/V) networking method, 
comprising: 

transmitting, via a sink component (e.g., set top box or computer) 
communicatively coupled between a source component (e.g., video server) and a 
presentation device (e.g., television/monitor or any display device capable of showing 
video program) (i.e., the system inherently has some kind of display device in order to 
show the video/film to a user), A/V program data (e.g., video data) and an A/V menu 
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data (e.g., menu data) stream from the source component to the presentation device 
based on a user request transmitted from the sink component to the source component 
(e.g., user requests to watch video/film) (see col. 3, lines 42-52; col. 4, line 65-col. 5, 
line 19;col. 13, line 65-col. 15, line 21; Fig. 7a-7d); and 

identifying related A/V program data and automatically transferring (i.e., the 
video/film data are transmitted from the archival storage to the disk arrays without user's 
manipulation (automatically)) the A/V program data and the related A/V program data 
between a database stored in memory (e.g., stores popular films data in disk arrays or 
RAM) of the source component and an archival storage system (e.g., archival storage) 
of the source component based on a sequential relationship of the A/V program data 
and the related A/V program data (e.g., sequences (time) of video/film data), wherein an 
earlier of the A/V program data and the related A/V program data is stored in the 
database (e.g., first five minutes of the film), and a later of the A/V program data and the 
related A/V program data is stored in the archival storage system (e.g., later time of the 
film) (see col. 4, line 12-19; col. 5, line 28-col. 6, line 56; col. 8, line 47-col. 9, line 16; 
col. 10, lines 46-62; Fig. 6, 7a-7b) 

As to claim 26, Youden discloses an audio/video (A/V) component networking 
system, comprising: 

a sink component (e.g., set top box or computer) configured to be 
communicatively coupled between a plurality of source components (e.g., multiple video 
servers) and a presentation device (e.g., television or any display device capable of 
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showing video program) (i.e., the system inherently has some kind of display device in 
order to show the video/film) for displaying an aggregated listing of available A/V 
program data associated with the plurality of source components on the presentation 
device such that the location of the A/V program data remains transparent to the user 
(e.g., user requests VOD) (see col. 3, lines 42-52; col. 4, line 65-col. 5, line 19; col. 6, 
lines 45-49; col. 13, line 65-col. 15, line 21; Fig. 7a-7d); and 

a data manager (e.g., controller 60; Fig. 2 and 3) adapted to automatically 
transfer (i.e., the video/film data are transmitted from the archival storage to the disk 
arrays without user's manipulation (automatically)) the available A/V program data 
between a database stored in memory (e.g., stores popular films data in disk arrays or 
RAM) of the source component and an archival storage system (e.g., archival storage) 
of the source component based on a sequential relationship of the available A/V 
program data (e.g., sequences (time) of video/film data), wherein earlier A/V program 
data is stored in the database (e.g., first five minutes of the film) and later A/V program 
data is stored in the archival storage system (e.g., later time of the film) (see col. 4, line 
12-19; col. 5, line 28-col. 6, line 56; col. 8, line 47-col. 9, line 16; col. 10, lines 46-62; 
Fig. 6, 7a-7b). 

As to claim 5, Youden discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the sink 
component is adapted to present to the user a listing of the A/V program data available 
from the source component (e.g., display a menu of available service, such as available 
films) (see col.1 5, lines 6-21 ; Fig. 7c). 
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As to claim 1 0, Youden discloses the system of Claim 1 , wherein the sink 
component is adapted to obtain the A/V program data from the source component, 
decode the A/V program data, and transmit the A/V program data to the presentation 
device for presentation on the presentation device (e.g., user terminal (set top box) 
decodes the video data) (see col. 9, lines 27-62). 

As to claim 1 1 , Youden discloses the system of Claim 1 0, wherein the sink 
component is adapted to decode the A/V program data by performing at least one of 
data decompression, data decryption, data formatting, and data manipulation (e.g., user 
terminal (set top box) decompress the video data) (see col. 9, lines 27-62). 

As to claims 24-25, they contain the limitations of claims 10-1 1 and are analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claims 10-1 1 above. 

As to claim 34, Youden discloses the system of Claim 1 , wherein the sequential 
relationship of the A/V program data is based on a recordation time or receipt time of 
the A/V program data and the related A/V program data (e.g., stores video data based 
on time sequent) (see col. 3, lines 52-64; col. 4, line 12-19). 

As to claim 35, Youden discloses the system of Claim 1 , wherein the sequential 
relationship of the A/V program data is based on a presentation time of the A/V program 
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data and the related A/V program data to a user (e.g., playback video based on time) 
(see col. 10, lines 46-62). 

As to claim 36, Youden discloses the system of Claim 1 , wherein, upon 
presentation of the A/V program data to a user, the data manager is adapted to extract 
next sequential A/V program data from the archival storage system and store the next 
sequential A/V program data in the database (e.g., recalling video data from archival 
storage to the disk array) (see col. 10, lines 46-62). 

As to claims 37-39, they contain the limitations of claims 34-36 and are analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claims 34-36 above. 

As to claim 41 , Youden discloses the system of Claim 1 , wherein the database 
and the archival storage system each store, in one instance, an entirety of a respective 
one of the A/V program data (e.g., one segment of the video) and the related A/V 
program data (e.g., other segments of the video) (see col. 3, lines 48-64; col. 4, lines 
12-19; col. 10, lines 52-62). 

As to claim 42, Youden discloses the system of Claim 1 , wherein the A/V 
program data comprises one episode of a television broadcast (e.g., one segment of the 
video), and the related A/V program data comprises another episode of the television 
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broadcast (e.g., other segments of the video) (see col. 3, lines 48-64; col. 4, lines 12-19; 
col. 10, lines 52-62). 

As to claims 44-45, they contain the limitations of claims 41-42 and are analyzed 
as previously discussed with respect to claims 41-42 above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 3, 21-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Youden et al. (Patent # US 5606359) in view of Farrand (Pub # US 20030193619). 

As to claim 3, note the discussion above, Youden discloses the sink component 
and different type of communication networks (see col. 5, lines 2-19). However, 
Youden does not specifically disclose the sink component comprises a registration 
module. 

In an analogous art, Farrand discloses the sink component (e.g., distributed 
multimedia node 191, or 192; Fig. 2a) comprises a registration module (e.g., network 
interface 605) adapted to register a type of communication network for communicating 
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with the source component (e.g., home media server 110) (i.e., network interface 605 
communicates with home media server 110 through network 190, it must known which 
communication is using (registry), such as Ethernet or IEEE 802.1 1) (see paragraph 
0061, 0121). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to select communication networks as taught by Farrand to the VOD 
system of Youden to effectively communicate different type of devices using different 
network. 

As to claim 21 , it contains the limitations of claim 3 and is analyzed as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 3 above. 

As to claim 22, note the discussion above, Youden discloses provide available 
A/V data from the source component. However, Youden does not specifically disclose 
filtering a listing of the A/V program data available from the source component based on 
a format of the A/V program data. 

Farrand discloses filtering a listing of the A/V program data available from the 
source component based on a format of the A/V program data (e.g., audio file, video 
file; Fig. 13) (see paragraph 0064, 0141). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to file listing as taught by Farrand to the VOD system of Youden to 
provide different data list based on the file format. 
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As to claim 23, Youden in view of Farrand discloses the method of Claim 17, 
further comprising filtering a listing of the A/V program data available from the source 
component based on a type of the presentation device (e.g., video file play to local TV 
only; Fig. 13) (see paragraph 0064, 0141). 

6. Claims 4 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Youden et al. (Patent # US 5606359) in view of Francis et al. (Pub # US 
2004/0187152). 

As to claim 4, note the discussion above, Youden discloses the sink component 
and source component (see col. 5, lines 2-19). The sink component must know how to 
communicate with the source component, such as the source component address or 
identification (registry). However, Youden does not specifically disclose the sink 
component comprises a registration module. 

In an analogous art, Francis discloses the sink component (e.g., operations 
control element) comprises a registration module adapted to register the source 
component with the sink component (i.e., register a device to the system) (see 
paragraph 0056-0057, 0118-0119; Fig. 4, 6 and 14). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to register device in the system as taught by Francis to the VOD 
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system of Youden to provide convenient, inexpensive, and feature filled and reduced 
size systems with extended capabilities by sharing capabilities of the discrete devices. 

As to claim 6, note the discussion above, Youden in view of Francis discloses the 
sink component (e.g., operations control element) comprises a registration module 
adapted to register the presentation device with the sink component (i.e., register a new 
device to the system which includes a television) (see Francis paragraph 0056-0057, 
0118-0119; Fig. 4, 6 and 14). 

7. Claims 2, 1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Youden et al. (Patent # US 5606359) in view of Margulis (Patent # US 6263503), and 
further in view of Liebenow (Patent # US 61 31 1 36). 

As to claim 2, note the discussion above, Youden discloses the sink component, 
source component and different type of communication networks (see col. 5, lines 2- 
1 9). However, Youden fails to disclose select the available types of communication 
networks based on a type of the source component. 

Margulis discloses select the available types of communication networks based 
on a type of the source component (e.g., using coax for television, using USB 632 to 
communicate with a personal computer, using control bus 634 to communicate HAVI 
compatible devices, using WAN 658 to access digital A/V data from internet; base 
station transmits these data to a remote display) (see col. 9, line 35-col. 10, line 57; Fig. 
1,5, 6). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to select the network based on source as taught by Margulis to the 
system of Youden in order to effectively and efficiently implements a flexible wireless 
television system that utilizes various heterogeneous components to facilitate optimal 
system interoperability and functionality (see col. 3, lines 11-16). 

Youden and Margulis fail to specifically disclose automatically select a 
communication network. 

Liebenow discloses automatically selecting a communication networks (e.g., wire 
or wireless network) (see abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the automatically network switch as taught by 
Liebenow to the system of Youden as modified by Margulis because both of the 
functions are performed without intervention by the user, and more easy to use (see 
col. 2, lines 5-8). 

As to claim 19, it contains the limitations of claim 2 and is analyzed as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 2 above. 

8. Claims 27-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Youden et al. (Patent # US 5606359) in view of Farrand (Pub # US 200301 9361 9), 
further in view of Liebenow (Patent # US 61 31 1 36). 
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As to claim 27, note the discussion above, Youden discloses the sink 
component, source component and different type of communication networks (see col. 
5, lines 2-1 9). However, Youden fails to disclose switch from a first type of 
communication network to a second type of communication network based on a signal 
condition on the first type of communication network. 

Farrand discloses the sink component is configured to switch from a first type of 
communication network to a second type of communication network (e.g., wire and 
wireless network) based on a signal condition on the first type of communication 
network (e.g., device outside of wireless RF transmission rage) (see paragraph 0058- 
0061). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to select communication networks as taught by Farrand to the VOD 
system of Youden to effectively communicate different type of devices using different 
network. 

Youden and Farrand do not specifically disclose automatically switch 
communication networks. 

Liebenow discloses automatically change from the selected type of 
communication network to another type of communication network (e.g., wire or 
wireless network) (see abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the automatically network switch as taught by 
Liebenow to the system of Youden as modified by Farrand because both of the 
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functions are performed without intervention by the user, and more easy to use (see 
col. 2, lines 5-8). 

As to claim 28, Youden in view of Farrand discloses the sink component is 
configured to switch from a first type of communication network to a second type of 
communication network (e.g., wire and wireless network) based on a change in the AV 
program data being transmitted from the source component (e.g., switch to wire 
connection if require large bandwidth) (see Farrand paragraph 0058-0061). 

Liebenow discloses automatically change from the selected type of 
communication network to another type of communication network (e.g., wire or 
wireless network) (see abstract). 

9. Claims 40 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Youden et al. (Patent # US 5606359) in view of Craig (Patent # US 57901 76). 

As to claims 40 and 43, note the discussion above, Youden discloses based on 
the sequential relationship of the A/V program data and the related A/V program data, 
the data manager is adapted to transfer one of the A/V program data and the related 
A/V program data from the archival storage system to the database (e.g., the video/film 
data are transmitted from the archival storage to the disk arrays) (see col. 4, line 12-19; 
col. 5, line 28-col. 6, line 56; col. 8, line 47-col. 9, line 1 6; col. 1 0, lines 46-62; Fig. 6, 7a- 
7b). 
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However, Youden does not specifically disclose to transfer one of the A/V 
program data and the related A/V program data from the database to the archival 
storage system. 

Craig discloses the data manager is adapted to transfer one of the A/V program 
data and the related A/V program data from the database to the archival storage system 
(e.g., based on data priority) (see col. 9, line 30-col. 10, line 55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have priority value of the data as taught by Craig to the VOD 
system of Youden to minimize the delay time for providing a video on demand service to 
a user. 

Response to Arguments 

1 0. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 -6, 10-11, 17, 19, 21 -28 and 34-45 
have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . Claims 1 -6, 1 0-1 1 , 1 7, 1 9, 21 -28 and 34-45 are rejected. 

1 2. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kou et al. (Pub # US 2002/0078293 A1). 

Demasetal. (Patent # US 7174085). 

Dureau et al. (Pub # US 2003/0093806). 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JUN FEI ZHONG whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1708. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Hirl can be reached on 571-272-3685. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 -273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JFZ 

12/30/2010 
/Joseph P. Hirl/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2426 
January 1, 2011 



